Tzedakah Texts
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1. Rabbi Elazar said:
One who works to get others to give is greater than one who only gives himself or herself,
as the verse states,
The end result of Tzedakah will be peace,
and the Tzedakah work will yield eternal peace-of-mind and security.
Bava Batra 9a, Isaiah 32:17
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2. No one ever becomes poor from doing Tzedakah....
Maimonides, Matnot Ani’im 10:2

_ TIDTS TN TIPTIST D O3DNNT IV DO NODT M BN
3. Mar Zutra said:
Even a poor person who is supported by Tzedakah must give Tzedakah.
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4. Rabbi Avira taught — sometimes in the name of Rabbi Ammi
and sometimes in the name of Rabbi Assi:...
If a person sees that his or her [financial] resources are limited,
he or she should use them for Tzedakah,
and so much the more so when he or she has great [financial] resources.
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5. The amount one should give to Tzedakah:
If one can afford it, enough to answer all the needs of the poor people.
But if one cannot afford that much, then
one should give up to a fifth of one’s possessions —
which is doing the Mitzvah in an exceptional fashion —
~ one tenth is an average percentage,
and less is considered miserly (poor eyesight)....
And one should not give away more than 20%,
lest he or she ultimately become dependent on others.
Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh De’ah 249:1
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6. The Mitzvot were given in order to tie God’s creatures together.
Leviticus Rabba 13:3
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7. The Mitzvot were given in order to refine human beings.
Leviticus Rabba 13:3 (Margoliot)
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8. [Rabbi Yehuda] used to say:
Ten strong things were created in the world —
A mountain is strong, but iron cuts through it.
Iron is strong, but fire can make it bubble.
Fire is strong, but water puts it out.
Water is strong, but clouds contain it.

Clouds are strong, but the wind (ﬂﬁ-Rﬁach) can scatter them.

Breath (M1M-Ruach) is strong, but the body holds it in.

The body is strong, but fear breaks it.

Fear is strong, but wine dissipates its effects.

Wine is strong, but sleep overcomes its power.

Death is stronger than all of them.

But Tzedakah saves from death, as it is written,

“And Tzedakah saves from death.” Bava Batra 10a, Proverbs 10:2
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For I have selected him [ Abraham) T

so that he may instruct his children and his posterity after him

to keep God’s ways:

to do what is just and right. [Tzedakah U’Mishpat] (Genesis 18:19)




